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Back then, the Jews thought that an illness, injury, or blindness was due to one’s sin. To the contrary, Jesus told them. The man’s blindness turned out to be a great blessing. In him God’s power was demonstrated and his encounter with Jesus changed his life and the lives of many. The man did not ask Jesus to give him sight. He was just another beggar beside the road; one that the Pharisees hoped to use against Jesus. He was a bystander suddenly caught up in the great confrontation between Jesus and religious tradition. 

Why did Jesus apply mud to the man’s eyes? We don’t really know, except that we know that it wasn’t necessary. Perhaps Jesus intended that the man be placed in a position of great visibility so that the Pharisees would seek him out for interrogation. The beggar did not know that God had already prepared his heart for the task. 

John tells us that the man’s parents feared the Jewish leaders because they were already excommunicating those who followed Jesus or claimed to believe in Him. Calling the formerly blind man to them, the Pharisees tried to dominate him and force him to denounce Jesus. He not only resisted the educated Pharisees, but made them look foolish, declaring the truth that Jesus revealed to those “who had eyes to see.”  For his faith, the man was excommunicated from the synagogue, but blessed by God!

In verse 41 of chapter 9 Jesus tells the Pharisees that if they were seeking to see forgiveness then they would have it in Him, but they think they see no sin in themselves and that false sight traps them in their sinfulness.

In chapter 10 Jesus says three times that He lays down His life for his sheep; that He lays it down willingly and can take it up again. He also tells us that as we seek Him every day and strive to know Him as He knows us, we cannot be led astray by others. 


In chapter 10 we also see a turning around of the desertion in chapter 6. There, those who followed Jesus seeking miracles left Him. In chapter 10 we see many coming to Jesus because they correctly understand who He is and what He teaches. 


Jesus says something wonderful in verse 10 of chapter 10. He says, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” Many Christians make the sad assumption that Jesus is concerned only for our eternity after leaving this earth, forgetting that He has entered our lives to give us an eternity with Him in heaven AND an abundant life with Him now!
